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to start upon a new venture nearer home. He could
trust Graziani to hold Abyssinia down while he tried
Ms luck in Spain.

Some evidence is now available about early German
and Italian activities in Spain. They began about 1934,
and followed the now familiar lines of permeation
through industrial, political, and religious propaganda.
Some years ago Signor Mussolini remarked that * fascism
is not an article of export/ and ever since then his
supporters in England have quoted this remark as if
it was a great and permanent truth. The fact that
anyone could now take such a statement seriously
shows the extent to which the average Englishman is
cut off from knowledge of what is happening on the
Continent. To anyone in Austria, Czecho-Slovakia,
Albania, or even in Belgium and France it would seem
merely comic to suggest that fascism is not always
trying to form groups and * cells* outside the totalitarian
countries. The latter have adopted in their external
propaganda* as in so many other ways, the technique of
Russian communism. This form of permeation is not
really new, in essence it is the old imperialist method
applied to Europe. There is little difference in principle
between the advance guard of prospectors and business
men, who were our pioneers in so many parts of the
Empire* and the fascist agents, who spread their new
political doctrines over Europe, and work in close touch
with their more definitely commercial fellow-countrymen
_ abroad.

While- communism and fascism are both * articles for
export* and superficially have certain points of resem-
blance, it may be as well to emphasize their differences.
International commumsm had a period of great activity
immediately after the war. It had very little success